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Dear M s . Hunter : 

On October JO, 1985, you telephoned to request informatiori-regarding past disposal pract ices 
and types of solvents used in coatings at AM Genera? s South Bend fac i l i t y in the early 
1970*5. You referenced a November 2, 1970, inspection of the Abe Schulman property 
located just west of AM Genera fs property at 701 West Chippewa Avenue anid a disposal 
area on the western por t ion of AM GeneraFs property along Gertrude Street. 

Before I respond to your inqu i ry , I believe i t is important to understand the history of 
AM Generaf s South Bend manufactur ing fac i l i t y . The main fac i l i ty was-constructed in 1941 
by Studebaker fo r manufacture of B-17 air c ra f t engines.- The fac i l i t y was used by 
Studebaker fo r f i ve or six years ^nd was idled. The fac i l i ty was then used by Cur t is Wright in 
1956 for product ion of je t engine's. Cur t is Wright then used the fac i l i t y for product ion of air 
cars, medium duty construct ion Equipment, block loaders, rotary engines; mil i tar>' t rucks, and 
ear th moving equipment. The fgp i l i t y was then purchased in 1964^ j<aaser Jeep to continue 
fn i t i ta ry tFuok pFoductien.~4n4ater years, Kaiser usedthe^aciUty 4or^.Jseps^and 
vehicles. Kaiser J e ^ was acqutfed by AMG a n x n d 1973 and was f t rmrrm^ ^ GeneraL 

When the property was acquired by A M C , there was evidence of d i ^osa l of demol i t ion f i l l 
and manufactur ing f ac i l i t y debris on plant property along Gertrude Street. About 1966 
AM General graded the disposal area and covered w i th clean earth f i l l , excavated f r o m a 
borrow source on-s i te . Pr io r t o cover ing, the site was Uttered w i t h scrap steel , glass, and 
various manufactur ing equipment debr is There was no apparent evidence of paint sludge, 
solvents or o i l 
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V a r y Anne Hunter 
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As you are aware, AV General did operate on-site disposal fac i l i t ies for .paint sludge. Two of 
four impoundments tha t rece ived waste a f te r the November 19, 1980 RCRA ef fec t ive date 
were excavated and disposed o f f -s i te during the su.mmer of 1984. The remaining two 
Impoundments had been covere.d w i th earth and remain undisturbed. An est imated 1000-1500 
y d ' of paint sludge rema ins in these impoundments. 

I contacted our paint supplier fo r the early 1970*5 and found we usedthe follo.wing_coatings 
and solvents, . 

A lkyd Pr ime (Dip) 

A l kyd Pr ime (Spray) 

A lkyd Topcoat (Ol ive Drab) 

A l kyd Topcoat (Ol ive Drab 
Chassis) 

Solvent-Mineral Spirits 

So l ven t -95% Xy lo l , 5% VMP 
Naptha (aliphatic petroleum 
dist i l late) 

Solvent - 75% Xy lo l , 10% VMP 
Naptha, 15% SC-150 (aromatic 
dist i l late) 

Solvent - 65% VM.P Naptha, 
35% Minera l Spirits 

I f I can be of fu r ther assistance, please cal l me (219) 237-6647. 

Sincerely,-
LTV AEROSPACE and DEFENSE CCMPANY 
AM GENEFIAL DIVISION 
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